
Grant Search
Essentials:
What I Tell My
Clients First

Smart ways to find (and win) business grants in
the UK — with links, insights, and practical
advice from a funding consultant.

This guide is different.
I created it to save you time, confusion, and
wrong turns. It’s not just a list of links — it’s
based on real experience helping founders like
you figure out what’s actually worth applying
for.
This guide is the same advice I used to give in
free calls — until I realised that those 20-minute
chats were quietly turning into hours. So
instead of giving it away one conversation at a
time, I’ve put it all here for you.
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what a grant is
(and isn’t)

Before you dive into searching, let’s get clear on what
grants actually are — and aren’t.

We’ll start with the basics. 
A business grant is a non-repayable sum of money,
usually provided by government bodies or industry
organisations to support specific activities like
developing a new product, creating jobs, or going
greener.
Unlike a loan, you don’t have to pay it back — but you
do need to meet strict criteria, follow the funder’s rules,
and use the money for its intended purpose.
Just knowing what grants are isn’t enough.
The real challenge is knowing which ones are worth
your time — and which ones aren’t. That’s where most
people get stuck (or burnt out). It’s also why many of my
clients come to me for a tailored grant search: to avoid
the overwhelm and focus only on what’s actually
relevant.

Now that we are clear about what a grant is, we’ll talk
about who actually gets them — and where people often
go wrong.
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who gets grants
- and who
doesn’t
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You’ll often see long lists of grant
schemes — but what really matters is
whether your business fits the typical
profile of successful applicants.
Here’s what most winning
applications have in place:

A registered company (Limited or
CIC)
Some trading history, or a clear
route to revenue
Matching funds (if the grant requires
co-investment)
A specific project that clearly fits the
fund’s purpose

And here’s why applications often
get rejected:

Applying too early — before the
business is properly up and running
Asking for money just to “keep the
lights on”
Poor budgeting and / or vague
impact goals
Sending the same generic
application to multiple funds — with
little attention to the specific aims of
each grant
Poor match between the grant
subject and the proposed project
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So where should you actually start searching for a
grant?
A good first step is to look at the popular schemes.
Some grants are well-known for a reason — they offer
larger amounts, have clear criteria, and are backed by
major UK or EU funding bodies. If your business meets
the core requirements, these are worth watching.

Flagship Schemes (UK + EU)
These are the bigger names in business, innovation and
social impact funding — very competitive, but with high
potential if you’re a good fit:

Innovate UK
       For UK-based innovation with commercial potential

EIC Accelerator (EU)
       For high-risk, high-reward deep-tech from globally
       ambitious startups

National Lottery Community Fund
       For non-profits and social enterprises tackling
       community, health, or wellbeing

Arts Council England
       For creative and cultural projects — including
       business support for artists

major grants &
where to look

https://www.ukri.org/opportunity/?filter_council%5B%5D=822
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-funding-opportunities_en
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/our-open-funds


major grants &
where to look

Sport England
       Funds initiatives that get people 
       active, especially in underserved 
       groups

UnLtd
      Grant-plus-support packages for 
      early-stage social entrepreneurs

British Film Institute (BFI)
       Supports development, production, 
       and audience-building in UK film 
       industry

UK Games Fund
       For early-stage UK game developers
       to prototype and commercialise IP

British Council Opportunities
       Supports partnerships and
       collaborations - search for partnership 
       grants.

Private & Independent Grantmakers
These aren’t government-backed but
fund impactful work across arts,
education, and social change:

Paul Hamlyn Foundation 
       Focuses on arts, education, and
       social justice

Esmee Fairbairn Foundation
       Supports social and environmental
       change, including enterprise-led 
        solutions.

Garfield Weston Foundation
       Funds community, arts, education, 
       environment, and heritage projects 
       UK‑wide

Wolfson Foundation
       Capital projects in education, 
       research, culture, and health

The Rayne Foundation
       Supports innovative projects that 
        tackle social issues and build 
        community connections, often 
        through cross‑sector partnerships.

💡 My tip: These funders don’t normally
support commercial ventures — they fund
CICs, charities, and creative organisations.
Some grants are open year-round; others
launch in rounds.

https://www.sportengland.org/funds-and-campaigns/our-funds
https://www.unltd.org.uk/our-support/our-awards/
https://www.bfi.org.uk/get-funding-support
https://ukgamesfund.com/
https://opportunities-insight.britishcouncil.org/opportunities
https://www.phf.org.uk/funds/
https://esmeefairbairn.org.uk/what-we-fund/
https://garfieldweston.org/
https://www.wolfson.org.uk/
https://www.raynefoundation.org.uk/grants/


Local Authority Grants
Many local councils offer support — especially for:

High street or workspace improvements
Green upgrades or energy efficiency
Digital tools or innovation
Business recovery and resilience

Start here: Find your local council online, search for ‘business grants,’ and
check deadlines regularly.
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Corporate & Business-Backed Funds
Some large companies and business banks offer funding or awards for small
businesses — often as cash grants, innovation challenges, or support packages
with mentoring. 
Good places to check:

Lloyds Bank Foundation 
       Focuses on small and socially-minded organisations.

NatWest Business Builder & Grants
       Offers support and occasional grant-linked programmes for entrepreneurs.

Deutsche Bank via London Community Foundation
       Community-based grants supporting local enterprise and social impact
initiatives.

Barclays Eagle Labs & Innovation Grants
       Funding competitions and accelerator-linked support for SMEs and
       innovators

💡 My tip: Corporate funders often combine financial support with visibility,
mentoring, or access to networks — which can be as valuable as the grant itself.

https://www.gov.uk/find-local-council
https://www.lloydsbankfoundation.org.uk/funding
https://www.lloydsbankfoundation.org.uk/funding
https://www.natwest.com/business/business-services/business-builder.html
https://londoncf.org.uk/apply/available-grants
https://labs.uk.barclays/
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Grant Search Platforms — the Good, the Bad, and the Time-Consuming
There are online platforms that list hundreds (sometimes thousand) of grants. Some are
helpful. Some are cluttered. Few are up to date.
Popular platforms include:

Find a Grant (Gov.UK)
       Official UK government portal — national and local govenment backed-up grants 

Grants Online
       Broad UK-wide database (paid and free versions)

Startups.co.uk
       Business grant overviews and external links

NI Business Info
       Grant search and updates for Northern Ireland (and beyond)

Looking for Support Outside England?
If you're based in (or expanding to) Scotland, Wales, or Northern Ireland, there may be
even more generous support — including relocation help.

Wales – Business Finance Locator
Scotland – Business Support Finder and Funding Advice
Northern Ireland – Business Support Finder

These platforms can be useful if you know how to filter out what’s not relevant.
If you’re not sure where to focus, avoid hours of scrolling — start with Find a Grant
(gov.uk) for business opportunities, and use Grants Online as a solid first stop for social
impact projects.

💡 My tip: Use platforms to spot ideas — but always go to the funder’s site directly.
Subscribe to newsletters and check deadlines at the source.

https://www.find-government-grants.service.gov.uk/
https://www.grantsonline.org.uk/
https://startups.co.uk/advice/business-grants-uk/
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/funding
https://businesswales.gov.wales/businessfinance/finance-locator
https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/
https://www.mygov.scot/funding-advice-search
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/content/northern-ireland-business-support-finder
https://www.find-government-grants.service.gov.uk/
https://www.grantsonline.org.uk/


when you’re ready
to get serious
about funding

You’ll get:
A prioritised shortlist of relevant grants
Deadlines, links, and eligibility checks
Clear pros and cons based on your situation
Practical next steps — so you know where to focus and
what to do

Yes, these links are public... but...

You can absolutely find these and many more grants and
platforms online. The real challenge is knowing which ones
suit you, and spotting the opportunities where you have the
strongest chance of success.

That’s where our grant matching
comes in 

It is an affordable way to cut through the noise — know
which opportunities to watch, where to find them, and how
to get yourself ready to apply. We’ve done this work for
years — and we know how to save you hours of guesswork,
frustration, and missed deadlines.

Book your advisory session — and we’ll
shortcut that search in 48 hours
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https://www.yourgrantagency.co.uk/service-page/your-grant-match-report-2-x-30-min?referral=service_list_widget


contact
us
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www.yourgrantagency.co.uk

yourgrantagency@gmail.com

+44 (0) 757 851 4840

       One-to-One Funding Advisory – £95.00/hour
Bring your funding questions and plans for a dedicated consultation.
Get clarity on eligibility, timing, and what to prioritise before you commit hours (or
thousands of pounds) to an application.
Book Your Advisory Session »

       Grant Match Report – £350.00
In 48 hours, we’ll deliver a prioritised shortlist of the most relevant grants for your business
or social enterprise — with deadlines, eligibility notes, and practical next steps.
You’ll know exactly where to focus your efforts.
Book Your Grant Match Report »

If you’re wondering:
“Which grants am I actually ready for?”
“Why do some applications win and others fail?”
“How do I avoid wasting weeks on the wrong funders?”

Here are two simple ways to get expert support:

https://www.yourgrantagency.co.uk/service-page/one-to-one-funding-advisory?referral=service_list_widget
https://www.yourgrantagency.co.uk/service-page/one-to-one-funding-advisory?referral=service_list_widget
https://www.yourgrantagency.co.uk/service-page/one-to-one-funding-advisory?referral=service_list_widget
https://www.yourgrantagency.co.uk/service-page/your-grant-matching-report-2-x-30-min?referral=service_list_widget
https://www.yourgrantagency.co.uk/service-page/your-grant-matching-report-2-x-30-min?referral=service_list_widget
https://www.yourgrantagency.co.uk/service-page/your-grant-matching-report-2-x-30-min?referral=service_list_widget

